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REASONS bunbly offered by the Governour, Aſſft- 
ants, and Fellowſhip of Eaſtland Merchants, againſt 
the giving of a_ general Liberty. to all Perſons what- 
ſoever to export the Engliſh Woollen-ManufaGiure whi- 
ther they pleaſe. Z 


T was the obſervation of a great Man in his time, 
that the ill Succeſs which did attend Princes and States 
in their great Aﬀairs, did generally ariſe through the 
miſtake of that which was their true Intereſt; and cer- 
tainly of all Errors ia Judgment, that which relates 
to a Man's Intereſt, where it has been miſtaken, has | 

been ever obſerved to be of a moſt fatal Conſequence ; for 
as it is natural for every thing to tend to its proper C entre, 
{0 it is as natural for every Maa to perſue (tho' by different 
ways and means) that which he apprehends to be his proper 
Intereſt ; wherein if he happen to be mi'raken, what can 
follow ? But inſtead of applying himſelf to that which 1s his 
real advantage, he manytimes perſueth with 1s utmoſt En- 
deavours; that which in the 1ffue proveth the direct contrary. 
That they are under a miſ-apprehenſion of this nature, who 
do aſſert that a general Libercy to all Perſons to export our 
Wooilen#-Manufatfure where they pleaſe, will conduce much 
to the intereſt of the Nation, under a ſuppoſition that 1t will 
encrealſe the vent thereof; we humbly apprehend will be 
clearly evident upon the following conliderations; which (as 
in duty bound) we ſubmit co the Judgment of our Superiours. . 
1. We aftirm, That a General Permiffioa of Exporta- 
tion (as before mentioned ) will be a means to debaſe the 


Reputation of our Exzlifb-Manufatyure , and conſequently 
ICs 
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render it leſs defireable and ſought after abroad. 
21y, It will overthrow all the. Incorporated Companies of 
Merchants 10. England, as the Hamburgh, the Ruſſia, ( though 
eſtabliſhed by Act of Parliament ) the SOLOS, the Turkey, 
the Eajt-Inaia, and the African. the Milchiefs conſequearial 
upon which, will be as ftolloweth, viz. _ 
7. The'Trade of Exgland will thereby be loſt as to the 
Exzliſh, and:come 'to'be all,or atleaſt wiſe rhe greateſt 
part, in the hands of Forreigners;-as it formerly was, 
before the {aid Companies were ereQed. 


2/y. All th2 Priviedges obtained by the ſaid Compa- | 
nies from the- Princes, States, and- Governours of 
the places .of their reſpe&tive Reſidences (which are 
of great advantage to the vending of our Ergliſh- 
Manufadture) will be utterly loſt. 


 ' 3. The Navigation of Exgl/and by degrees will be very 
much impaired, and diſcouraged. £7 Sal 


3. Laſtly, roname no more, a general Permiſſion will be 
fo far from anſwering the End propoſed by. it, of vend- 
img a greater quantity of our MW collen-Maxufature than 
was before; that in all probahility, it will ia the end prove 
the contrary, and be the occation of vendiag a great deal leſs. 


The proving of which ſ:veral Particulars we 
{hall undertake in Order, az. 


1, For the firſt, that a general / Permiſſion will be, a means 
to debaſe rhe reputation of our Manufactures abroad, and ren- 
der them lIcfs deſireable ; will appear as followerh, viz. 

The trade of the Manifadure being now chiefly in 

tne management of Regulated Companies, it is both 

' their Care and their Inrereit that the faid Marnfataure 

be not debaſed in its worth, whereby it may come to 
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_ a difeſteemiabroad;; which general Traders will -ne- 
; Ver be:mindftul.of.. IOCILTC | I 
. __The appointing ſer; time 
vented, which (tho' now:dil-uſed ) yet hath ſometimes 
. been found neceflary;by regtiated Companies, inforder 


;;of Shipping will-be pre- 


to bring the Manufacture iatgan citeem again, wheaby 


. an Exporta4ion of much.more; than; tha Market coul 


take off, it became unvendible, and a Druge, -X 511i) 
A General Permiſſion-letteth in all ſorts:of ignorant .- 

Traders, who:for want of Judgment in the faid Maru- 
fatture, know not how to make choice of ſuch which 
are proper for the Market, and when they have them 
there, are forced many times by their neceſſities to ſell 
them to lofs, whereby-our- Manufatture cometh to be 
undervalued, and our Nation greatly prejudiced, an 
zaſtance of which, we; find recarded as tol{oweth,v:z. 
The Ezz/iſþ.in the Reign of Queen E1:24%e:h.had for 

2 good while 4ogether, a proticable .Trade;':and .gobd 
Sales for their Engliſh Manufactures at Narvey An; the 
Baltick Sca, until at length , in the year 15653 -4\aum- 
ber of (traglhng Merchants and unskillful 5[Lraders:pe- 
forted thither out of this Realm with their: Gammodt= 


_ties; by which means, | ut a; little while ties Erale 


Which betore was-good, was utterly ſped, inſomach, 
that many, of them went aboucthe Fawn; wich Cldeh 
upon their Arms, and a_Mzaluce in their Hands, iand 
ſold che ſame by. the Arfine (a Meaſare; of that Coun- 
cry} ,to the greek embalinz of that: excellent: Commo- 

credit of+ our Nation, and theytiaal:mpo- 
veriihmenr, and utter undoing of the: faidiſtraglmng 
Merchaats ; all which being. made; known to\ her 
Majelty, and her Privy-Council, Order was. taken at 
the next. Parliament, that the Town of! NVarve (then 
under the 'yurisdiction of rhe: Mſcovite)i. ſhould be 
comprized within the Charter of the Ryfia Compa- 
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- ny, #0 prevent the like evil kind.of dealing for the fu- 
cure, and making vile the principal'Commodity of the 

- Nation. | And it was ſo done accordingly by AG of 
Parliament, which one inſtance amongſt others , is 

- ſufficient to evidence, 'that'a general permiſſion of Ex- 
portation to all - Perſons, - will bean occaſion of bring- 
ing our Manyfactare into a diſ-eſteem:; which wasour 
firſt Reaſon. - LEReTer | 

2. A'General Permiſſion will overthrow all the incorpora- 


red Companies of Merchants of Exg/and , the evil Confe- 


quences of which will be 


I, That - the. trade of Ergland will 
thereby in time be loſt as to the Exz/rfh, 
and come by degrees into the hands of 
Forreigners. | 

- The Trade of this Nation: was formerly (as it were 
- intirely) in the Forreigners Hands. viz. The Mem- 
» bers of the Havs-Towns, who were incorporated in- 
to a Society, by the name of the Merchants of the 
Dwtch- Has and had many Priviledges and Immunities 
-granted them by the Kings and Princes of this Realm, 
- and amongſt others a Gaildhall, afterwards called the 
Steel-yard, tor the better carrying on their ſaid Govern- 
ment, as appearethiby a Charter granted to them ſn 
[ the - rwenty- third year of' Henry 'the Tiird ; but 
more eſpecially by another Charter granted to them 
-inthe forty fourth year of the ſaid King Herry the 
third, and that General Charter to torreign Merchants, 
granted by King Edward the Firlt, 1n the 31 #.- Year 
:of His Reign )ECICLE if jE $ETIOV 
:'| About the time of King Heary the 45h. the Enzlifh 
began to Trade themlelves into the ' Ealt-parrs , © at 
which the-Eaſterlings or Merchants of the Dutch-Hans, 
were''to offended, that they took ſeveral of their Ships 


C7. 
and Goods, and offered them ſeveral other Tnuriess 
which occaſioned great Complaints and Differences be- 
tween the ſaid King Henry the 5th. and Conradus de 
Jwunigen, then Maſter General of the Dutch Order 1n 
Pruſſia, with the F.ans Townes : Anddivers Emaſſies 
paſſed betwixt them, on that Accqunt, the: Refulr of 
which in ſhort was this; that the ſaid King Henry the 
4th. finding by the faid Priviledges granted to Forreign- 
ers, his own Subjects ( to the great Prejudice of the 
Realm ) very much crippled in thetr Trade ; did re- 
voke ſuch parts of the Prwiledzes of the aforeſaid Dutch 
Company, as were inconſiſtent with the carrycing on 
of a 'Frade by the Natives of this Realm, and for the 
berter Encouragement of his owne SubjeQs, did 1n the 


5th. Year- of His Reign, grant his firit Charter to 


the Merchants Trading into the Ez/t/ard, contairyag 
many great Priviledges, and Immunities, as by the {aid 
Charter may appear ; which having a good effe& to 
the bringing of the Trade much more into the hands of 
the Nataves of this Realm than was before, King Eq- 
ward -the 4th. for their- more Ample Encouragement, 
did in the' Second Year of- His Reign, grant another 
Large Charter, to the-- Merchants of Exziard; efpeci- 
ally to thoſe Reliding in the Nether-Lands, with fſe- 
veral additional Imnunities and Priviled zes, as by the 
Charter at Large may appear ' | 

In the 1#. and 24d. of Filip and Mary, was grant- 
ed the Charter to: 'the As»//a *Company , after- 
wards confirmed by AF of Parliam:nt, in the 8th. 
Year of Queen Elizabeth. 

Until whoſe time, tho' the Trade of this Nation 
was driven much more by the Natives thereof, than 
had been formerly, yet had the Society of the Datc:- 
Haxs, at the Steele-Tard,much the advantage of them, 
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by means of their. well regulated Societies, -and' the 
priviledges they.. enjoyed, infomuch that almoſt the 
whole 'Trade was driven by them, to that degree, that 
Queen - Elizabeth Her Self when -She came to have a 
War, was forced to buy the, Hemp, \ Pitch, Tarr, Pow- 
-der and other Nawal Proviſions,, which She wanted of 
. Forreigners, and that too, at their. own Rates; nor 
was there any Stores of either in-the Land to ſupply 
her occaſions ow aſuddain, but what at great Rates She 
prevailed with; them to fetch for - Her, even in time of 
War: they being. ſtrangers not regarding the Intereſt 
of the:Nation,. and Her own ;, SubjeQs,. being as; then 
but very litcle Traders :- To remedy which, She ell 
upon the confideration, how She might at home- have 
a well-grounded dependance, to have thoſe neceſlary 
Commoditnes by: Her, -that-, ſo She. might. not 'wanr 
them, when She, moit needed them; and after gon 
deliberation, no better Expedient could be found, by 
the {aid Queen, and Her Council, than by encourag- 
ing her awn SubjeQs to be the Merchants, which She 
_ did, by erecting out: of them ſeyeral Societies ; of :Mer- 
chants, a5 that of, the Exjt-Lagd: Company, and : other 
Comparics, by which means, and- by canceling) many 
of the Priviledges of: the.' ftorementioned 'Dutch-FHans 
Society, thz Trade in General, by: degrees came; to be 
managed by the Natives of this Realm,and.copſequent- 
ly. the Profit ot-all thoſe. Trades accrewed:to the Eng- 
/ſþNation; Trade in general,and Eng!h Shipping was 
encreaſed, Her own Cuſtomes valtly augmented, ' and 
what was at fir{t the great End &f all obtained, v2z. 
That She had conſtantly, lying at home, in the hands 
of Her own. SubjeQs, all forts of Naval'Proviſions and 
Stores, which Sie could make uſe of, as Her occaſions 
required them, without any dependance on Her - Nezgh- 
bours for the ſame, 
| And 
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And thus by the means of the EreQing the fore- 
mentioned Societies, and Preſerving and Encouraging 
that of the Merchant-Adventurers, was the Trade at 
firſt gained from Forreigners to the Natives of this 
Realme, to its Ineſftimable Advantage; and by 
the ſame means hath been hitherto in great meaſure 
preſerved ; bur if theſe Societies ſhould be overthrown, 
as they will certainly be, by a general Liberty granted 
to all Perſons, both Strangers and others, to carry our 
FWoollen-Manufafures to the places of their reſpe&ive 
Priviledges, the Trade will again by degrees be loft to 
the Exgliſh, and fall into the hands of Forreigners ; 
ſince it 1s clearly evident, that the Trade of Exglard, 
to the Natives of this Realm, can by no other ways 
be preſerved, than by the ſame methad it was at firit 
obtained, iz. the Supporfing the ſeveral and reſpe- 
Qive Societies of Merchants, in their Friviledges and 
Immunities. 

_ The next Miſcheif that will follow upon the 
overthrow of the reſpe&ive Companies, conſequential. 
upon a General Permiſſion, is this; that all che benefici- 
al Priviledges obtained at the hands of the Princes and 
Governours of the reſpe&ive Places of their Reſiden. 
ces. will be utterly Lolt;to the very great diſadvantage 
of the Vending of our Engliſh Marufa ire, and this is 
fo apparent, that it acedeth no enlargement ; for if 
the Companies fall, their Priviledges muſt neceſſarily 
fall with them, and tho? obtained at the Interceſſion of 
our Princes, and at the great expence and follicitati- 
ons of the faid Companies, yet if a General permiſſion 
be granted to all perfons:to Trade to the places of their 
Priviledges, they will be forthwith looked upon, but 
under the notion of general [raders, and their Privi- 
"ledges, which in ſome Places are greater than thoſe 
Princes own SubjeRs enjoy, will be by them gladly 
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 celled, and re-afſumed, which 1s-ſo apparent to every 
Mans rezſon, that we ſhall add no more about it. 

3. The laſt miſchief mentioned ariſing by the os | 

ver tbrow- of the Companies, of which a General Per. | 

miſſion to trade to the places of the Priviledges is a ne- 

ceſſary conſequence, 1s this, 'That the Navigation of | 

Enzland will by degrees be thereby much impaired,and | 

this is almoſt as apparent as the former;for it 1s.a certain | 

Maxim, that the encreaſe of Navigation followeth 

the encreaſe of Trade ; and if the 'Trade of Eng/azd | 

fall into the Hands of Forreigners, . as it will in a lit- F 

tle time do, ) by the diſcouragement of Exz/iſh Mer- | 

chants, the Navigation of Exg/azd mult likewiſe in 

- time decay ; for it has been always obſceved that the 

Forreigner will not make uſe of: Exgizb, Shipping if 

he can have any other, for beſides his National, his | 

Perſonal Intereſt leadeth him to the contrary, in asf 

much as he can have his Goods carriec at cheaper Rates | 

- 1n forreign Shipping, who can, and do Sail at much 

 eaſjer Charge than our Exg/;fb , and ſo our Navi-f 

gation by degrees will be much impaired. | 

3. We come now to the third and laſt reaſon that a Ge- 

neral Permiſſion will be fo far from gaining the end propoſedÞ 

by it, -thar in allProbability it will in the event prove the con-F 

trary, which if we make out, ( as we hope we ſhall ) by rea-f 

{on, and that backed by the experience of former and latter 

times : It will then (we preſume) be {atisfaQtory to all diff 

intereſted Perſons, that a General Permiſſion will be no ways| 

for the good, but 'much to the JrUgIch of this. Nation. 

In order to the proof of which we ſhall lay down this 

asa ſure Maxim, zhat it is nat the quantity of Woollesf 

Manufa:ture exported, but what the Markets abroad art 


able to take off ,and thoſe Nations expend ; which is the tru 
Rule, by which our meaſures muſt be taken, as to the exÞ- 


perceof our Engliſh ManutaQture. 
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For inftance,lf in ons year there ſhould be twenty thou- 
ſand Cloths ſent unto a Place whoſe Markets and 
expence will take off but ten Thouſand; Will the 
Expence of our Manyfacture be ever the larger for that 
great Exportation ? No, for the other ten Thouſand 

* muſt lye undiſpoſed of, for the expenee of the next 
year, ſo that by how much the more Manufacture was 
ſent the firſt Year, there will -be fo much the leſs 
ſent the next, and ſo from year to year, accordingly 
as the expence requires it ; unleſs it can be ſuppoſed 
that the Merchant will ſtill be ſending out, without 
conſideration had of his ſelling abroad, which, as it is 
irrational to ſuppoſe, ſo it is impoſſible to be, done 
without an unexhauſtable ſtock.By which it appeareth, 
and is clearly evident, That ageneral Permifſfion may 
well change the hands of the Exporters, but can never 
enercaſe the expence of the Manufacture. 


Nor can the Companies of Merchants, as 
ſuch, leſſen 3 or the general Permiſſion, 

_ encreſe,arhe ſaid Exportation, but in one of 
theſe three cales, viz. 


1. Either firſt, if the ſaid Companies ſhould make any 
By-Laws amongſt themſelves, to limit the Exporcation of 
the ſaid Mazufa.tures, in order to advancing of it in Price 
This we mutt confeſs, would be a hindrance to its Expence ; 
but we can, and do aver, that there is not, nor ever was, 
That we know of in © urs or any of the ſaid Companies, any 
By-Laws tolimit or reſtrain the Exportation. 

_ Or 24ty. If the Members of the ſaid Companies, as par- 
ticular Mer.hants ſhould make a combination among theme 
{lves,that they would not. Tranſport above ſuch a number of 


Clorhes.in ſuch a time, or {ell chem under fuch a rate, that fo 
| theirPrice might be advanced : But this conſidering the great 
Dumbers of Perſons in the ſeveral Companies,& their ditierent 
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 celled, and re-aſſumed, which is-ſo apparent to every | 
Mans reaſon, that we ſhall add no more abour it. 

3. The laſt miſchief mentioned ariſing by the o- | 

ver tbrow- of the Companies, of which a General Per. | 
miſſion to trade to the places of the Priviledges 1s a ne- | 

celſary conſequence, 1s this, That the Navigation of 
Enzland will by degrees be thereby much impaired,and | 

this is almoſt as apparent as the former;for it is.a certain | 
Maxim, that the encreaſe of Navigation followeth | 

the encreaſe of Trade ; .and if the 'Trade of England Þ 

fall into the Hands of Forreigners, . as it will in a lit- | 

tle time do, ) by the diſcouragement of Exz/iſh Mer- | 
chants, the Navigation of Exe/azd mult likewiſe in | 

- time decay ; for it has been always obſerved that the 
Forreigner will not make uſe of Exgizb, Shipping if 

he can have any other, for beſides his National, his þ 
Perſonal Intereſt leadeth him to the contrary, in as 

much as he can have his Goods carriec at cheaper Rates 

- 1n forreign Shipping, who can, and do Sail at much 
eaſter Charge than our Erg/fb , and ſo our Navi- 
gation by degrees will be much impaired. _ 

3. We come now to the third and laſt reaſon that a Ge-ſ 
neral Permiſſion will be fo far from gaining the end propoſedÞ 
by it, -thar in allProbability it will in the event prove the con-f 
trary, which if we make out, ( as we hope we ſhall) by rea-f 
{on, and that backed by the experience of former and latterſ 
times : It: will then (we preſume) be latisfaftory to all dif-F 
intereſted Perſons, that a General Permiſſion will be no ways| 
for the good, but 'much to the prejudice of this. Nation. 


In order to the proof of which we ſhall lay down this 
asa ſure Maxim, zhat it is vat the quantity of Woollen 
Manufa:ture exported, but what the Markets abroad art 
able to take off and thoſe Nations expend , which is the tru 
Rule, by which our meaſures muſt be taken, as to the ex 


perceof our Engliſh ManutaQuure. 
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For inftance,If in ons year there ſhould be twenty thou- 
ſand Cloths ſent unto a Place whoſe Markets and 


0» expence will take off but ten Thouſand; Will the 
r- | Expence of our Manyfactare be ever the larger for that 
e- | great Exportation ? -No, for the other ten Thouſand 
of muſt lye undiſpoſed of, for the expenee of the next 
nd | year, fo that by how much the more Manufacture was 
in | ſent the firſt Year, there will be ſo much the leſs 
ch | ſent the next, and ſo from year to year, accordingly 
xd | as the expence requires it ; unleſs it can be ſuppoſed 
t- | that the Merchant will ſtill be ſending out, without 
r= | conſideration had of his ſelling abroad, which, as it 1s 
in þ irrational to ſuppoſe, ſo it is impoſſible to be, done 
he | without an unexhauſtable ſtock.By which it appeareth, 
if and is clearly evident, That ageneral Permiſſion may 
us | well change the hands of the Exporters, but can never 
as | enercaſe the expence of the Manufacture. 

+ Nor can the Companies of Merchants, as 


ſuch, leſſen ; or the general Permiſſion, 
_ encreſe,arhe ſaid Exportation, but in one of 
theſe three cales, viz. 


ed 1. Either firſt, if the ſaid Companies ſhould make any 
nf By-Laws amongſt themſelves, to limit the Exportation of 
a-ſ the ſaid Manufa.tvres, in order to advancing of it in Price, 
ery This we mutt confeſs, would be a hindrance to its Expence ; 
iff but we can, and do ayer, that theie is not, nor ever was, 
y54 That we know ofin - urs or any of the ſaid Companies, any 
. | By-Lawstolimit or reſtrain the Exportation. 
uf Or 2at;. If the Members of the ſaid Companies, as par- 
*j ticular Merchants ſhould make-a combination among them- 
reg Hzlves,that they would nor. Tranſport above ſuch a number of 
«x Clorthes.in ſuch a time, or {ell chem under ſuch a rate, that fo 
4 theirPrice might be advanced : But this confidering the great 
| Dumbers of Perſons in the ſeveral Companies,& their difterent 
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particular Intereſt, (all which muſt be compriſed in ſuch a 
Combination ) is Morally Impoſhble ; and is that-which ne- 
Ver was, nor can be done, Fee 

3. Or Laſtly,if the Merchants of the reſpetive Companics, 
have not ſufficient ſtock to take off asmuch of our Manafaitare, 
and ſend it to the reſpeCtive places of their Reſidence,as thoſe 
Markets are capable of Vending; but that this is not ſo, we may 
with modeſty affirm ſince it is weli known, that the Mer- 
chants of the reſpetive Companies, have Stocks ſufficient to 
carry off five times as much of our Mannfattare, as the leve- 
ral Countries to which they Trade,can, or will vend. 

So that the Engliſh Merchants, being neither diſ-enabled 
through want of Stock, nor hindred by any By-Law, nor en- 
engaged in any combination among themſelves, to ſend 
leſs of our Manzfaure to the places of their reſpeQtive Trades, 
than the Markets in thoſe places will take off, and vend; 
it may reaſonably be concluded, that the Merchazs would 
be glad to ſend double the quantity they now do, if they 
could find a vent for it, it being ſo much their Intereſt as ro 
Profir,to increaſe their Trade: Ard that a General Permiſſicn, 
( as was before intimated) may change the hands of the Ex- 
porters, but canzon in any} wiſe increaſe the exportation it ſelf; 
but inſtead thereofby the means of over glutting the Markets, 
they are many times put upon a neceſlity of ſelling to loſs,by 
which inconvenience, together with many other,if we will bc- 
beve the experience, both of former Ages, and latter times ; a 
General Permiſſion hath brought our Manufacture into ſuch 
di{-eſteem,as hath much leſſened the exportation of it,to what 
it was bctore. 

- Twoinſtances whereof, one of former Ages, and 
the other of latter times, we {hall crave leave to offer, 
which we preſume will ſufficiently clear up the truth 
of what has beea alleadged. : 

ia the 29th. Year of Queen Elizabrth, the WoolSellers 
Clorheers,and orhers living upon the Woollen-mannfatture — 
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themſclves grieved for want of ſufficient vent for the ſame 
made their Complaint to the Queens Majeſty, and her Coun- 
cil, and did aſſign the ſame Cauſe as is now pretended, viz 
The Monopoly of the ſeveral Companies, and by that a wan 
of Permiſſion for all Perſons, both Natives and Forreigners 
to buy it up, and fend it abroad ; upon which ir was then ſup 
poſed that the only Remedy to cure this evil, would be to 
give Liberty to all Perſons, both her Highaeſs's SubjeRs, and 
Forreigners to buy, and tranſport Cloth, and other Wooller- 
Manufactures when, and where they pleaſed ; and according- 
ly a general Permiffion was granted , and they were enabled 
thereunto by Letters Pattents from her Higneſs, dire&ed to 
the then Lord-Treaſurer, with a #or obſtante to the Compa=- 
mies Charter, and that the Charter of the City of Loxdow 
might be no hindrance thereunto, (by reaſon that unfreemen 
are thereby reſtrained from buying and ſelling at Blackwell-Hall 
within the ſaid City, which was the ordinary Market-place 


for buying and ſelling of Cloth) the ſign of the George in & 


Kineſtreet in Weſtminſter was appointed 1n the ſaid Letters 
Pattents, as a Market-place for all Clothiers, Merchants, and 
others, both free and unfree, to reſort unto, as would take the 
benefit of the ſaid General Permiſſion. fp 
Bur did the vent of the Mazufacture encreaſe thereby ? No, 
but rather grew worle and worſe. The Company being a- 
fraid to go on in their Trade under ſuch an Innovation,and the 
Forreigner not taking it off,the Manufacture lay on the makers 
Hands to that degree, that the poor People in Wiltſbire, and 
Glouceſterſhire in great numbers were re:dy to grow into a 
Mutiny ; and when'all Men expeQed nothing leſs than the 
aboliſhing of the Company, as the only cauſe. of all this 
Grief ; and the ſetting up the Merchants of the Stee/-yard a= 
gain, and eſtabliſhing that general Permiſſion,, as the proper 
Remedy : Nothing of this followed, but the Lords of the 
Council ſent for the Company, and after they had. been 
heard, and-had made known to them-the true cauſe of the 
preſent 
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preſent want of Vent ; they were ſo ſatisfied in them, as 
to Will the faid Company to proceed as formerly in. their 
Trade, and gave them Promiſes of all the aſſiſtance, and 
countenance for the future which rhey could reaſonably de- 
fire ; which, certainly their Lordſhips would not have done, 
if that they had ſeen that the late Innovation, or geaeral 
Permiſfion had brought forth, or was likely to bring forth 
the promiſed EffeQ, or that without Trading under regula- 
ted Societies, ſo great a quantity of Moollen-Manufacture 
could be vented, as was when they were maintained, and 
defended in the Enjoymeat of their Rights and Priviledges. 

The other Inſtance is of a much later Date, and freſh in 
Memory ; when, in the Year 1662, upon a complaint of the 
like nature, a temporary Liberty was granted to all Perſons 
to buy, and Ship out our MWoollen-Manufacture ; but fo far 
was it, upon Tryal made, from anſwering the End propo- 
fed, that the very Clothiers themſelves did in the following 
Year i663, Petition that the ſaid liberty might be revoked, 
and accordingly upon their Petition it was revoked, by his 
late Majeſty, King Charles the Second. 

Andif it be now obje&ed to us, that aiter all our endea- 
vours to prove that a general Permiſſion will not Increaſe the 
vent of our Mazufacture, we have in the mean time no where 
affirmed what will, we mult declare,that at preſent we know 
| but one of thele two, either to put a ſtop to its making 
' In other Parts; or of making it ſo cheap here, that we may 
be ableto underfcl our Neighbours, 

The firſt of which we know to be impoſſible, the latter, 
we have reaſon to believe might give offence to thoſe who 
are the Silers of its Materials, tho? it is ſufficiently evident 
to any common .Underſtanding, that the cheapneſs of the 
Materials is the moſt proper means of-encreaſing the vent of 
our Manufacture ; for he that goeth cheapeſt to Mirarket with 
a Commodity of equal Goodneſs, ſhall thereby be enabled 
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to ſell cheaper, and by that means be aſſured of the firſt 
Market. | 
And now, tho” there be many other Argu- 
ments, and further Inſtances which might 
ſet ſorth the great National Miſchiefs, and 
little benefit which will naturally ariſe from 
ſuch a general Permiſſion ; yet at prefent we 
ſhall add no more, foraſmuch as we humbly 
conceive what was before alleadged,is ſuffi 
cient to convince all unprejudiced Perſons , 
that a general Permiſſion will bring great In- 
convenicies upon the Nation in general,as to 
its Trade, and when that is done, no ways 
anſwer the end propoſed by ir. | 


All which is moſt humbly 
Ex4'", per, Ince. ſubmitted, &c. 


